276                 MY  MEMOIRS
make a military demonstration he should have made it on land and directed it exclusively against the French. Personally, I should have been against such a demonstration on principle. A flag is easily hoisted, but it is often a difficult matter to lower even a small one with honour. We did not desire to make war. The greatest mistake of our government, however, lay in keeping its intentions dark during the first weeks of July. Later Kiderlen gave assurances that the Chancellor had never for a moment thought of demanding territory in Morocco. But as these assurances followed Lloyd George's threatening speech it looked as if he had only drawn back before the raised sword of England. Our prestige all over the world received a blow, and even German public opinion was stirred by the impression that we had received a setback. " England stopped Germany/' was the catchword of the press everywhere.
It was our first diplomatic reverse since Bismarck's administration, and it hit us all the harder because the structure of our position in the world was founded not so much on power as on prestige. At the time of Delcasse's dismissal (1905), prestige had proved effectual; but we now had proof that prestige by itself was a failing asset. If we kept silent in face of this rebuff we inflamed the "new spirit" of readiness for war on the part of France, and laid ourselves open to still greater humiliation at the next opportunity. Therefore it was unwise, as the government tried to do, to palliate the slap in the face we had